Patient satisfaction with daycase laparoscopy.
A prospective audit was performed on all patients preselected for daycase surgery over a 3-month period. The aim of the study was to evaluate patient acceptability and satisfaction with laparoscopy performed as a daycase procedure. Patients completed standard questionnaires before operation and at 4 weeks after surgery. Questions included satisfaction with daycase surgery, subjective pain experience, time taken to resume normal activities, adequacy of analgesia and necessity to call general practioners. Analysis of results revealed that 69% of patients were satisfied with day surgery laparoscopy. However there were highly significant differences (P less than 0.001) between resumption of normal activity, pain experienced and length of stay between patients satisfied and dissatisfied with daycase surgery. This study suggests that guidelines for daycase procedures may be overambitious as 31% of patients already pre-selected, were dissatisfied with daycase surgery.